
assist with the growth of 

manufacturing and technol-

ogy opportunities here in 

Switzerland County.  The 

program is also extremely 

important to employers. 

Modern businesses rely on 

the technical skill of their 

workers. These newly 

learned skills will help gradu-

ates attain jobs in the skilled 

labor market.  

    

Switzerland County High 

School entered the future 

with the launch of the 

schoolõs new Advanced 

Manufacturing class  in De-

cember. The grand opening  

included a press conference 

featuring instructors and 

students, followed by a tour 

of the Advanced Manufactur-

ing Lab. The tour also in-

cluded student demonstra-

tions of robotics, pneumat-

ics, hydraulics, and program-

mable logic controllers. This 

one of a kind program is not 

only the first for a  South-

eastern Indiana High School; 

but also a cooperative effort. 

The Switzerland County Eco-

nomic Development Corpo-

ration, the Ec015 initiative, 

the Community Foundation 

of Switzerland County, the 

Switzerland County School 

Corporation, and Vincennes 

University, all played a ma-

jor role in attaining this spe-

cialized class and equip-

ment for our High School 

students. 

 The class is in-

tended to provide students 

with hands-on experience 

dealing with all the aspects 

of todayõs new manufactur-

ing programs, from com-

puters to robotics. The pro-

gram has great potential to 
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Switzerland County Remains Below State Unemployment Averages 

Switzerland County has the 9th 

lowest unemployment rate in 

the State. With the National 

Recession still looming, these 

numbers are still concerning.  

The SCEDC continues to ad-

vance economic projects such 

as the Markland Industrial Park 

and the Eco15 initiative to help 

lower our unemployment rate. 

Source: Bureau of Labor Statistics 

For the ninth consecutive year, 

Switzerland Countyõs unemploy-

ment rate ranks better than the 

State of Indianaõs unemploy-

ment rate.    



P A G E  2  

With EcO15 grant 

funds, the SCEDC 

hired an architect to 

create initial plans for 

a multi -purpose 

building whose tenants 

all feature education 

and learning as one of 

their primary missions. 

PSS will build a new  

fabrication and service 

center in  

Switzerland County  

Partnership Formed for Community Learning Center: 

Planning in Developmental Stages 

Markland Business Park Welcomes:  

utilities to the companyõs 

build site.  

òAfter studying numerous 

potential locations along the 

Ohio River and tri-state area, 

we decided on Switzerland 

County because of its prox-

imity to key customers, ac-

cess to regional workforce 

and a pro-business attitude 

among county economic lead-

ers. We are calculating that, 

as economic and manufactur-

ing conditions hopefully im-

prove, having a permanent 

base of operations in south-

ern Indiana will allow us to 

more efficiently and cost ef-

fectively serve our industrial 

plastic and process equip-

ment customers in Indiana, 

Kentucky, Ohio and other 

surrounding states,ó said 

Dieter Volk, PSS president.  

 

The 15-year-old firm, Process 

Systems and Services, is 

based in central Ohio and 

specializes in thermoplastic 

tanks, piping, exhaust, filtra-

tion and other industrial plas-

tic and process systems.  

PSS primarily serves steel 

finishing, chemical, pharma-

ceutical, utility and process 

OEM markets.  

 

Switzerland County pur-

chased the property for the 

Markland Business Park in 

March 2007. Since that time, 

the community has upgraded 

the infrastructure of the park 

to accommodate facilities 

such as PSS.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Property owned by the county 

on the corner of Arch and 

Seminary Streets in Vevay, 

adjacent to the 4-H Fair-

grounds, has been offered by 

county officials as a possible 

location for a new facility.  

This location also allows the 

4-H Fair Board of Directors 

the opportunity to replace its 

community building with a 

new, modern meeting and 

banquet facility. 

 

With EcO15 grant funds, the 

SCEDC hired an architect to 

create initial plans for a multi-

purpose building whose ten-

ants all feature education 

and learning as one of their 

primary missions.   

By March 2010, a floor plan 

and cost estimates will be in 

hand, and Switzerland County 

will be one step closer to 

providing lifelong learning 

The lack of an adult educa-

tion, learning, and training 

facility in Switzerland County 

was identified as one of our 

top challenges by the EcO15 

Advisory Council.   

 

The challenge of meeting this 

need began by looking at 

other community learning 

centers in Southern Indiana, 

holding discussions with em-

ployers, colleges, and univer-

sities, and considering other 

Switzerland County facility 

needs. 

The deteriorating building 

currently used by the Purdue 

Cooperative Extension Ser-

vice of Switzerland County 

and the Emergency Manage-

ment Agency provided two 

enthusiastic partners for a 

learning center.   

W W W . S W I T Z E R L A N D U S A . C O M 

The Markland Business Park 

welcomed its first company, 

Process Systems and  

Services, in November. PSS 

will  build 

a new 

f a b r i c a -

tion and 

s e r v i c e 

c e n t e r , 

which will 

create up 

to 20 

s k i l l e d 

jobs over 

the next 

t h r e e 

years. The total economic 

benefit to the area is esti-

mated at more than eleven 

million dollars over the next 

seven years, including con-

struction and operation. 

SCEDC has assisted PSS in 

attaining the extension of 

required infrastructure and 

Building currently used by the 

Purdue Extension Service 


